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Well, here we are again, nearing the end of
Summer and bracing ourselves for
Autumn. So much has happened in the
last few months, some good, some bad,
some unbelievable, but, we continue to do our best to make a difference to the
communities in which we live. I have been very fortunate in being able to visit
Edinburgh and to watch to ‘Edinburgh Tattoo,’ which was indeed a ‘Fab-u-lous
experience,’ and one which I would recommend. I also spent the day with two of
my grandchildrern visiting Warwick Castle, and watching jousting, as well as looking
around the magnificent castle. I couldn’t help thinking how cruel, in fact blatantly
blood thirsty, that many past kings, Queens, and indeed members of the nobility and
gentry have been, throughout past generations. Luckily, we now have a more
understanding, people friendly and aware monarchy, who, especially, since the
death of Princess Diana, have come to realise the importance and indeed feelings,
of their loyal subjects. As recent media coverage and TV programmes have
illustrated, they have indeed shown themselves to be more intouch in recent times.
How wonderful to witness communities coming together in
the wake of Glenfell, to support each other, and to remember
and honour those who sadly lost their lives in the Glenfell
disaster. our thoughts are with our friends, and brothers and
sisters in London, as I know that many, are still struggling to
come to terms with their loss. London has always shown its
ability to rise above such adversity, and, yet to still celebrate, as life goes on, in what
one might term as the ‘Blitz spirit!’
As someone who was born and bred in what is known as greater London, I have a
inbuilt respect for the people of London, and support them in any way that I can.
Since hanging up my hat, and retiring, I am able to travel around, and to spend
much more time with my family. Having been seriously involved with work and
voluntary community projects since the age of fifteen, this is something that I have
wanted to do for many years, but, with an inbred sense of duty, I have always put
work and the community first.
I hope that many of you, took my advice, and were able to ‘SMILE 4 ESSEX’ over
the Bank Holiday weekend. I managed many smiles, and hopefully changed many
people, when they changed their facial expressions and smiled back! Let’s see
how long we can keep it up, after all, there are many things in Essex and throughout
our daily lives, that are really worth smiling about!

With great efforts being made across Essex, Neighbourhood
Watch is expanding as I type, and the Neighbourhood Watch
network is growing fast. That’s something really worth
smiling about!
Summer may be almost coming to an end, but, sadly,
scams keep on cropping up, with new ones coming to
light every day, so we cannot afford to become
complacent.
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud

Over the past few weeks, I have been fortunate to spend a great deal of time
In the countryside, and seen many different sheep across the UK, so I thought that I
would include the Crime Stoppers contact details above. Crime Stoppers does
wonderful work, and, is the ideal contact to make, should you wish to report crime
anonymously.
Readers in Epping Forest, Brentwood, Harlow and Uttlesford, are now receiving
regular crime reports from Paul Harris, our new Essex Watch Liaison Officer. This
is a good step forward, towards keeping everyone informed, as to what is occurring
in their local area. I had been asking for this facility, for a long-time Well-done Paul.
You can contact him at: paul.harris@essex.pnn.police.uk
Well, with little else to report on this week, I thought that I would send my blog out a
little early, sign off, and join my family with a spot of sunbathing in the garden.
A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY
Have a great weekend, and don’t forget to close all your
windows and lock all your doors, if you go out!
Keep Alert, Keep Secure, Keep Safe, and have a great
weekend. Colin
colin@neighbourhoodmatters.org.uk

